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On Sept. 4, President Jose Sarney announced Brazil had mastered uranium enrichment technology,
but that his government had no intention of producing nuclear arms. At a ceremony attended by
the entire cabinet and representatives of the scientific community, the president said uranium
enrichment represented the most advanced technological achievement of humanity. According to
Sarney, Brazil has managed this mastery on the basis of national material and human resources
without external aid. Via an accord established in 1975 with West Germany, Brazil had received
uranium processing technology, acquiring in theory the capacity to manufacture an atomic bomb.
Sarney reiterated his government's promise to utilize nuclear energy for strictly non-military ends:
"We reaffirm and ratify the Tlatelolco Treaty (non-proliferation of nuclear arms in Latin America)."
As a founding member of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Brazil actively participates in
Agency activities. He emphasized that on the initiative of his government and others in the region,
in 1986 the UN General Assembly approved a resolution that declares the Southern Atlantic a
nuclear-free zone. (Basic data from AP, 09/04/87)
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